Lesson Plan
Title:​​​​​​​​​​​​​ Earth Art Photography Assignment

Length: 2 weeks
Note: Before you plan and write art experiences; pre-assess your students based on the proposed concepts, enduring understandings, and objectives of the unit/lesson(s). You may also gather this information from (previous) teachers, by reviewing already completed art work, consulting curriculum materials, etc., to get a better understanding of what content students already know and what they will need to know to be successful.
	Pre-Assessment: 
This will need to be done prior to teaching your lesson. Outline the method you will use to determine the skill/knowledge level of your students based on the concepts/enduring understandings/objectives of the lesson. (Hint: turn these into questions.) Be specific in describing what you would recognize as proficient skill/knowledge.

	1. Can students identify the photographs of Andy Goldsworthy according to his material use and compositional choices?
2. Can students create a sculpture that allows the space to inform the shape of the work?

3. Can students compose a photograph of their site-specific earth art piece?

4. Can students outline a plan for their individual earth art piece including references to materials, locations, and arrangement?

5. Can students defend their creative choices by writing an artist statement that addresses guiding questions?


	Performance:

What will students accomplish as a result of this lesson? This can be presented to students in the form of a story. In this narrative the students take on a role and create a learning product about a specific topic for a certain audience. (RAFT – Role / Audience / Format / Topic)

	R – earth artist trying to bring attention to the natural world
A – fellow earth artists/environmentalists

F – photographs of an earth art sculpture

T – bring attention to neglected natural spaces


	Concepts:

List the big ideas students will be introduced to in the lesson. These ideas are universal, timeless and transferrable. Examples of concepts used in art might include: Composition, Patterns, Technique, Rhythm, Paradox, Influence, Style, Force, Culture, Space/Time/Energy, Line, Law/Rules, Value, Expressions, Emotions, Tradition, Symbol, Movement, Shape, Improvisation, and Observation Look for concepts in the standards, content specific curriculum, etc.

	Composition
Intent

Time

Form

Space 

Shape


	Enduring Understanding (s):

Enduring Understandings show a relationship between two or more concepts; connected with an active verb. The best enduring understandings not only link two or more concepts; but demonstrate why this relationship is important. Like concepts, they are timeless, transferrable and universal. Align Standards, Prepared Graduate Competencies (PGCs) and Grade Level Expectations (GLEs) to Enduring Understandings.


	Intent informs composition by determining the center of focus.
Time affects form during and after creation.

Space dictates shape by placing limitations on the materials.



	Standards: (All lessons should address all standards.)

1. Observe and Learn to Comprehend

2. Envision and Critique to Reflect


3. Invent and Discover to Create
4. Relate and Connect to Transfer


	Objectives/Outcomes/Learning Targets:
Objectives describe a learning experience with a condition → behavior (measurable) → criterion. Aligned to: Bloom’s – Standards – GLEs - Art learning and, when appropriate, Numeracy, Literacy and Technology.  Should be written as: Objective.  (Bloom’s: _____ - Standard: _____ - GLE: _____ -Art learning: _____ -Numeracy, Literacy, and/or Technology)

	1. Shown a series of images, TSWBAT identify the photographs of Andy Goldsworthy according to his material use and compositional choices. (Bloom’s: Remembering – Standard: Comprehend – GLE: The history of art, world cultures, and artistic styles influence contemporary art concerns – Art Learning: Historical/Multicultural – Literacy & Technology)
2. After discussing the work of Andy Goldsworthy, TSWBAT compose a photograph of their site-specific earth art piece. (Bloom’s: Creating – Standard: Create – GLE: Demonstrate technical proficiency and craftsmanship when planning – Art Learning: Materials & Techniques – Technology)
3. After creating a sculpture as a class, TSWBAT create a sculpture that allows the space inform the shape of the work. (Bloom’s: Creating – Standard: Create – GLE: Demonstrate technical proficiency and craftsmanship when planning – Art Learning: Expressive Features & Characteristics)
4. After pair-sharing their ideas, TSWBAT outline a plan for their individual earth art piece including references to materials, location, and arrangement. (Bloom’s: Analyzing – Standard: Transfer – GLE: Cultural traditions and events impact visual arts within a community – Art Learning: Ideation)
5. Using completed work, TSWBAT defend their creative choices by writing an artist statement that addresses the guiding questions. (Bloom’s: Evaluating – Standard: Reflect – GLE: Visual literacy skills help to establish personal meaning and artistic intent in works of art – Art Learning: Reflection – Literacy)



	Differentiation:  

Explain specifically how you have addressed the needs of exceptional students at both end of the skill and cognitive scale.  Describe the strategies you will use for students who are already proficient and need growth beyond what you have planned for the rest of the class, as well as modifications for students with physical and/or cognitive challenges. Students must still meet the objectives.


	Differentiation:
(Multiple means for students to access content and multiple modes for student to express understanding.)
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	· Students can use tripods to hold cameras still
· Students can collaborate to create their fist sculpture and Thinglink

· Students can use bullets to answer questions rather than complete sentences


	· Students can create a sculpture using natural materials indoors

	Extensions for depth and complexity:
	Access (Resources and/or Process)
	Expression (Products and/or Performance)

	
	· Students can document their steps in a journal, blog, or video
· Students can create a Thinglink of a different earth art
	· Students can create individual pieces that interact as a whole (during the group activity)
· Students can take pictures that show the piece as nature acts on it over time

·  Students can take a video or create a stop-motion

· Students can create a series of photos


	Literacy:

List terms (vocabulary) specific to the topic that students will be introduced to in the lesson and describe how literacy is integrated into the lesson.

	Vocabulary:

· Site-specific

· Earth Art

· Environmentalism

Literacy Integration:

· Inquiry Questions & Learning Targets

· SMART Presentations

· Ideation Activity

· In-process reflection & critiques

· Artist Statement

· Vocabulary




	Materials:  

Must be grade level appropriate.  List everything you will need for this lesson, including art supplies and tools.  (These are the materials students will use.)  List all materials in a bulleted format.

	Laptops
Digital Cameras

Tripods

Natural Materials (leaves, sticks, stones, branches, etc)

Printer 

Paper




	Resources:  

List all visual aids and reference material (books, slides, posters, etc. Be specific; include title, artist, etc. Make reference to where the material can be found.  (These are the resources used by the teacher to support/develop the lesson.)  List all resources in a bulleted format.

	http://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/35-who-made-a-difference-andy-goldsworthy-114067437/?no-ist=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9TyHzP-8b8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f7sZv4_0Fxg
http://www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/press/2004/andy-goldsworthy/andy-goldsworthy-bio.html
http://visualmelt.com/andy-goldsworthy
http://www.thisiscolossal.com/2014/02/new-flower-mandalas-by-kathy-klein/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lclBJKEKHfw
http://danmala.com/
https://www.thinglink.com/channel/706356736637796352  


	Preparation:  

What do you need to prepare for this experience? List steps of preparation in a bulleted format.

	Create ThingLink Intro
Make Digital Jigsaw Handout & upload to Google Classroom

Make SMART Agenda

Print Handouts, Assignment Sheet, and Rubric


	Safety: 
Be specific about the safety procedures that need to be addressed with students. List all safety issue in a bulleted format.

	· Watch for car while walking to the park
· Do not throw natural object at one another

· Do not hit each other with natural objects

· Choose a safe place before framing your shot



	Action to motivate/Inquiry Questions:  

Describe how you will begin the lesson to stimulate student’s interest. How will you pique their curiosity and make them interested and excited about the lesson? What inquiry questions will you pose? Be specific about what you will say and do to motivate students and get them thinking and ready to participate. Be aware of the varying range of learning styles/intelligences of your students. Some ideas might include: telling a story, posing a series of questions, role-playing, etc.

	· ThingLink:
· Show Rivers and Tides Clips

· Show Kathy Klein Video

· Would you like to find one of the pieces she left behind? Why would you leave an earth art piece behind? Why wouldn’t you?



	Ideation/Inquiry: 

Ideation is the creative process of generating, developing, and communicating new ideas, where an idea is understood as a basic element of thought that can be visual, concrete or abstract.  List and describe inquiry questions and processes you will engage students in to help them develop ideas and plans for their artwork.

	· How can looking at other photographs make you a better photographer?
· How is earth art connected to environmentalism?

· How does space inform shape?

· What are the advantages and disadvantages of working with natural materials?

· Why would you leave a piece of earth art behind?




	Instruction:  

Give a detailed account (in bulleted form) of what you will teach. Be sure to include approximate time for each activity and instructional methodology: skills, lecture, inquiry, etc. Include motivation and ideation/inquiry where appropriate; including what student will understand as a result of the art experience


	Day 1
	Instruction - The teacher will... (Be specific about what concepts, information, understandings, etc. will be taught.) Identify instructional methodology. KNOW (Content) and DO (Skill)

· Greet students, ask to write down inquiry question:
· How can looking at other photographs make you a better photographer?

· Introduce the next project & handout assignment sheets:

· Show short Thinglink on Kathy Klein w/ 1 slide showing Andy Goldsworthy.

https://www.thinglink.com/channel/706356736637796352/slideshow

· Explain that we will be creating a “Digital Jigsaw” using Thinglink (they will download an image and add points or links to it)
· Ask students to log on to Google Classroom and view the document with instructions to the Digital Jigsaw Activity.
· Students will create a Thinglink account with their student email addresses & join Ms. Brown’s class using the code: UDEFUZ (depending on the # of students with computers ready for class, students may be paired up)
· Students will chose an Andy Goldsworthy image to create a Thinglink for

· The Thinglink should be titled: Andy Goldsworthy Assignment by (First & Last) Name

· The following links must be included:

· Text link – title of piece & year created

· 2 Text links – explaining how the photograph follows the composition guidelines

· 1 Text link – explaining how the work contrasts the order of nature

· 1 Text link – explaining how the work responds to the natural space

· The following links should be included if time allows:

· A process video or interview with the artist

· A quote from the artist

· Pictures of similar works with explanations (right click on the image in the browser and select copy image location – then paste that in the url blank)

· Make sure you save each link as you go and save the image after you have added all of your links
· Post to Andy Goldsworthy Channel (or Students of Marisa Brown)

· View the Channel as a slide show to share all of the finished posts 

· Ask each student to share 1 link from their image (they can always say no but it is encouraged)

· Answer & discuss Inquiry Question

	Learning - Students will... i.e.: explore ideation by making connections,
comparing, contrasting; synthesize possibilities for each painting technique; etc.  (Be specific about what will be the intended result of the instruction as it relates to learning.) UNDERSTAND
· Students will question the role of observation in taking good photographs.

· Students will utilize technology to research and present information about Andy Goldsworthy.

· Students will collaborate to create an art historical presentation on Andy Goldsworthy.

· Students will discuss the role of observation in photography.
	Time

10 min

15 min

40 min

10 min

5 min

	Day 2
	· Greet students and ask to write down the inquiry question:
· How does environmentalism relate to earth art? How does “leave no trace” apply to our field trip?

· Show Thinglinks of students who finished & ask students to think about what materials might be available – pair share

· Split students into groups to make sculptures and photograph (4 per group) – make sign up sheets for students to write on

· Take field trip to the park to make earth art pieces

· Remind students to think about how space informs their sculptures when setting up their pieces

· Return to the classroom and conclude class by reminding students to make another sculpture and take pictures for Tuesday/Wednesday of next week

· Ask students to make a list of materials, locations, and possible arrangements.


	· Students will consider the role of environmentalism in contemporary art practices.

· Students will begin to think about the project at hand by considering materials and recalling the work of Andy Goldsworthy.

· Students will choose group members to collaborate with.

· Students will invent and discover to create and photograph site-specific earth art pieces.

· Students will plan for the creation of their individual earth art sculpture.
	5 min
5 min

60 min

10 min

	Day 3
	SUBSTITUTE FOR PURPLE 2ND AND 3RD DUE TO ART 1 FIELD TRIP
· Greet students and take attendance.

· Ask students to finish their Andy Goldsworthy Thinglinks and planning (materials, locations, and arrangements) during this time

· Directions for this activity and links are available on Google Classroom

	· Students will observe the work of Andy Goldsworthy and consider transferring those ideas to their work.
	10 min

70 min

	Day 4
	· Greet students and ask to enter their inquiry questions on Google Classroom:

· Why is photography so important to earth artists?

· Upload, edit, and turn in images to be printed

· Brightness & contrast adjustments, crop, etc

· Turn in two images: one of each sculpture and print your favorite

· Answer reflection questions in packet

· Create Thinglink for your image! (add same links as Andy Goldsworthy Jigsaw – see assignment sheet)
	· Students will consider the role of photography in other art forms and disciplines as a tool for documentation.

· Students will edit and print their images to create another physical piece of art (like their earth art sculptures)

· Students will reflect on their creative process in multiple modes.
	10 min

30 min

40 min


	Student reflective/inquiry activity:  

Sample questions and activities (i.e. games, gallery walk, artist statement, interview) intended to promote deeper thinking, reflection and refined understandings precisely related to the grade level expectations. How will students reflect on their learning? A participatory activity that includes students in finding meaning, inquiring about materials and techniques and reflecting about their experience as it relates to objectives, standards and grade level expectations of the lesson.)

	Artist Statement (Reflective Questions):
1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using natural materials?

2. Why is photography so important to this type of art-making?

3. How did you respond to the space you put your sculpture in? 

4. How does your sculpture resist the disorder of nature?



	Post-Assessment (teacher-centered/objectives as questions):  

Have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan?
	Post-Assessment Instrument:

How well have students achieved the objectives and grade level expectations specified in your lesson plan? Include your rubric, checklist, rating scale, etc.

	1. Did students identify the photographs of Andy Goldsworthy according to his material use and compositional choices?

2. Did students create a sculpture that allows the space to inform the shape of the work?

3. Did students compose a photograph of their site-specific earth art piece?

4. Did students outline a plan for their individual earth art piece including references to materials, locations, and arrangement?

5. Did students defend their creative choices by writing an artist statement that addresses guiding questions?

	Preston Middle School Visual Arts Rubric (see attached)


	Self-Reflection:  

After the lesson is concluded write a brief reflection of what went well, what surprised you, and what you would do differently.  Specifically address: (1) To what extent were lesson objectives achieved? (Utilize assessment data to justify your level of achievement.) (2) What changes, omissions, or additions to the lesson would you make if you were to teach again? (3)What do you envision for the next lesson? (Continued practice, reteach content, etc.)

	Earth Art Research (Comprehend)

Earth Art Application (Create)

Earth Art Artist Statement (Reflect)

Earth Art Participation (Transfer)

Photo 1 Average: 3.96

Photo 1 Average:3.91

Photo 1 Average: 3.86

Photo 1 Average: 3.79

Generally, students met or exceeded the objectives. Students showed growth from the last assignment in all of the comparable objectives (which excludes the transfer and comprehend objective). Students completed earth art research activities which proved they could identify and describe the work of Andy Goldsworthy. Students could choose from two activities: a written webquest and an online Thinglink activity. These activities addressed the same topics but in two different modes. A vast majority of students exceeded this standard by thoroughly completing one or both of these tasks with an average of 3.96/4 for Photo 1 as a whole. Generally, students also exceeded the standard (at an average of 3.91 of 4) for the two create objectives by creating earth art sculptures and photographing them. We assessed these objectives through documenting their in-class sculpture process and observing the compositional guidelines in their submitted photographs. This success was echoed in the students’ artist statements with a Photo 1 average of 3.86 of 4. Students improved overall on their artist statements from the last project. I assessed students in class while they were creating their lists of arrangements and again in their folder check. Most students achieved this objective as a closing activity after creating 1 sculpture but before creating another. This objective was met at about the same rate as the artist statement objective. 

If I were to teach this lesson again I would emphasize the importance of responding to the space. I think this detail may have been missed by most students since some groups didn’t place their sculptures intentionally. I would also rework the assignment sheet to be clearer about directions and assessment. I would include a graphic organizer for students to plan for their materials, location, and arrangement. Finally, I think I would like to give a few more choices to the earth art research portion of the project. It might be nice to have a written paragraph option, an interactive online version, and a poster choice. Then, students could choose books or online resources for their research. This way they would have ownership over their research that builds transferable skills by mirroring real world choices. 

For the next lesson, I would like to do something that is very different from the last project. It would be interesting to switch from a directorial mode, where the photographer physically arranges the elements within the frame, to a “hunter-gather” mode, where the photographer finds situations and composes them within a photograph without physically altering the space. It could be cool do this as an on-going project to keep the students actively photographing throughout the semester. 




Appendix: Include all handouts, prompts, written materials, rubrics, etc. that will be given to students.
Digital Jigsaw – Andy Goldsworthy

1. Go to Thinglink.com/edu. Create a Thinglink account with your student email address (#####@psdschools.org).

2. Join Ms. Brown’s class using the code: UDEFUZ 
3. Find an Andy Goldsworthy image you are interested (hint: look in Scholastic first!) & Save it to your desktop.

4. Create new image by clicking the Create red “plus symbol” at the top right of Thinglink & choosing your image 

5. [image: image3.png]]
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Title the Thinglink: Andy Goldsworthy Assignment by (First & Last) Name P/T #

6. Create the following links by clicking anywhere on the picture and typing into the text box or pasting into the URL bar:

[image: image1.png]



· Text link – Title of piece & year created

· 2 Text links – Explaining how the photograph follows the composition guidelines

· 1 Text link – Explaining how the work contrasts the order of nature

· 1 Text link – Explaining how the work responds or reacts to the natural space

· The following links should be included if time allows:

· A process video or interview with the artist

· A quote from the artist

· Pictures of similar works with explanations (right click on the image in the browser and select copy image location – then paste that in the url blank)
· You can search using the top left toolbar or you can search using your favorite search engine and copy the URL to the blank

7. Make sure you save each link as you go and save the image after you have added all of your links
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Post to Andy Goldsworthy Channel (or Students of Marisa Brown)
9. Answer the Inquiry Question if you haven’t already 
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